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From the Editor 
Welcome to another packed issue.  First of all, you may already have noticed a new picture of a 

smokebox at the top of the page.  I invited you to send candidate images and Ted has come up 

trumps.  Thanks Ted! 

Thanks to Bob, Steve and Ted for the material that I have been able to include.  It’s your newsletter 

and is really pleasing to have you contributing to the content.  Please feel free to follow suit in 

October - send your material to smokebox@bag16mm.org.uk.  Apologies to Pete Newman for 

carrying over to October’s issue his piece on the groups Facebook page.  Pending his description, 

here’s a link to the page anyway. 

I won’t be at the September meeting.  The Welshpool and Llanfair is having a themed weekend (a 

kind of mini-Gala) and I will be running on the railway’s captive 16mm scale layout throughout the 

event, except for Sunday afternoon, when I’m on the footplate.  I mentioned in the August issue of 

SMT that I might be out on the Earl just before SMT was published.  This duly came to pass when I 

was rostered on the first service train since she returned from overhaul.  This picture was taken just 

before we left on the 10:00 to Castle Caereinon on Thursday 12th August.  Pity we had to wear face 

coverings – railway rules. 

 

mailto:smokebox@bag16mm.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Bedfordshire-16mm-Modellers-886247001454138
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The loco was a joy to fire and easy (and clean) to light up as we now have an air connection on the 

footplate supplying direct to the blower.  She was cold but off the pin in around 40 minutes.  On the 

road she remains powerful (more powerful than Zillertal) and has a very even beat, though less 

sharp than in the past, partly because the Lempor exhaust has been discarded in a rebuild of the 

front end.  There are other detail changes, meaning that it highly unlikely that any current model of 

a W&L Beyer accurately reflects the loco as she is now.  I will probably write on this topic in 

November SMT. 

My modelling (and running) time has been constrained by work on the W&L, but I did have an 

interesting failure on my Regner 99-222 last week.  These locos have PTFE piston rings, secured to 

the piston rod by circular brass disks held on by a 2mm hex bolt.  The bolt worked loose, the front 

disk fell off and the piston was unable to move fully up the cylinder bore.  The issue was relatively 

easy to address and I only describe this because most Regner locos now have this style of piston 

assembly.  I have experienced it one before, on a friend’s loco, but I wonder if anyone else has.  It 

just underlines the fact that regardless of how long you’ve been in this hobby, there’s always 

something new to experience and to learn from. 

See you in October      . 

Alan Regan, Smokebox Editor 

From the Chair 
What a relief! After months of preparation and a false start we finally managed a Sunday meeting 

and, I am relieved to say, very well attended. It was so good to meet members after such a long time 

and even better to see folk who had dropped out for one reason or another. They all got a very 

warm welcome so I hope we will see more of them in the months to come. 

Eaton Downs went up without hitch, its new configuration planned by Ted was logical and didn’t 

generate the head scratching the previous layout engendered. Our major innovation, fish plates for 

joining the rails between boards, also seemed to work well. Nice smooth joints and no soldering 

irons in use! Some of the 45 mm plates are still a little stiff to push across but Peco 45 mm plates are 

very stout. Just as important it broke down easily as well. 

Those members still around at the end will have noticed that Eaton Downs went straight into three 

cars. Out of the blue, Wixams retirement complex, just south of Bedford, contacted the Group and 

offered the use of their hall, free refreshments, and a small donation to our funds if we would set up 

a track and run locomotives for the entertainment of the residents. So the next day (Monday) we 

erected the track in Wixams small hall and ran trains. We didn’t get many spectators but those that 

attended seemed overwhelmed by the scale and live steam and engaged in inquisitive conversation. 

Probably the most popular part was Ray’s display of scenery; he was surrounded by admiring ladies 

all day! As a point of interest, Wixams seem open to small exhibitions at no charge as long as they 

are of interest to residents so there may be opportunities for other scales here. The downside is, of 

course, parking which can be tight. 

Alan has been contacted by the Gauge 1 group who are looking for a 16 mm track for their 2-day 

75th anniversary show at Bicester Heritage Centre on the 1st / 2nd October next year. He contacted 

your committee with a request that we take Ridgmont with full scenery. Your committee would like 

to support the show. However, I have informed Alan that we will only go ahead if you, the members, 

indicate a willingness to help. We need a team of about 6 to load up and erect Ridgmont on the 

Friday (30th September) and then break down on Sunday, unloading on Monday. Like our last trip to 
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Alexandra Palace runners can be recruited from nearby groups if we need extra help. I am not 

looking for a firm commitment for tasks now, rather an indication of whether you would be 

interested bearing in mind a lot can happen in a year.   It would probably mean that that our 

October meeting would be postponed for a week. 

1Link - https://bicesterheritage.co.uk/contact/location/ (in the former RAF aircraft hanger, 

designated 113 on the site plan). 

I look forward to seeing you all on 5th September. 

Bob 

Membership Fees 2021/22 
Our Treasurer Garth Bridgwood has provided the following: 

Dear members, at a Committee Meeting on 8th August 2021, it was agreed that, as recognition of 

loyalty to the club, those who were paid up members in the year 2020/21, will have their 

membership extended to 31st August 2022. 

For new members and returning members the fee will be £40.00 for the year 1st September2021 to 

31st August 2022.  

At our next meeting on Sunday 5th September 2021, Steve Knapman (Membership Secretary) and 

Garth Bridgwood (Treasurer) will be there to accept cash or cheques. Alternatively, you can pay by 

bank transfer as follows: 

Metro Bank Account name: Bedfordshire 16MM Modellers 

Account No. 26041686  Sort Code: 23-05-80   

Please quote your name as a reference, so we know whom to credit. 

Meeting Dates for 2021 
Please note that the start time for the 1st August meeting is 10.30 with close at 16.00.  These same 

opening and closing times will apply to subsequent meetings in 2021 unless advised otherwise. 

• Sunday 3rd October 

• Sunday 7th November 

• Sunday 5th December 

COVID-19 Notice 
The Committee have asked me to include the following: 

Although face coverings are no longer compulsory, with the increasing prevalence of COVID-19 

variants and the fact that no vaccination is 100% effective, the committee asks that members should 

consider wearing face coverings in the Hall (unless medically excused) particularly when in close 

contact with other members. 

To remind attendees to the coming meeting of something which Garth provided for the July issue of 

Smokebox, tea and coffee facilities will be provided at the meeting, but as a result of COVID-19 

and also for hygiene reasons, it is recommended that members bring their own mug & spoon to BAG 

Meetings for the foreseeable future. 

https://bicesterheritage.co.uk/contact/location/
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Finally, please note that there is now no restriction on the number of members attending meetings. 

Modelling 
Bob Gamble has submitted this describing a solution to a perennial problem: 

Does your water top up bottle leak? 

I have owned two “Jacksons” “top up bottles” and both have given excellent service adding water to 

pressurised boilers with commendable speed. The new version doesn’t make embarrassing noises 

either. 

Both drip though, particularly when in the boot of my car or when the end of the pipe is over my 

toolbox. After suffering numerous damp patches I had one of those moments and it was only a 

matter of minutes to find a “push fit fitting” of the type used for hydraulic or pneumatic systems. 

The ones I had in stock come with a 4 mm bore which suits the “top up bottle” delivery tube exactly 

and a male M 5 thread with “O” ring at the other end. An M 5 dome head nut screws on to the “push 

fit fitting” and you have a water and pressure tight seal to the pipe end. 

 

Push fit fitting with stainless steel dome nut 

I don’t know why it took so many drips before I twigged this solution because a year or so previously 

I needed a male “Rectus” fitting to top up my DJB “Robert” locomotive and I didn’t want a dedicated 

bottle just for that loco. The “Rectus” valve plugs in the female socket on the loco and will only 

release then the outer knurled sleeve is depressed (good for one handed use or high pressures). This 

time I cut the barbed, pipe gripping, tail off the plug part of the “Rectus” and soldered an elongated 

M 5 threaded nut to it. Once again the “push fit fitting” screws straight in, sealed by the “O” ring. 
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Push fit fitting 
with male 
“Rectus”, tube 
inserted. 

 

“Rectus” valve in 
use. 
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Now you may ask “how do you get the push fit fitting off the delivery tube”? It’s very simple, the 

plastic ring at the end of the fitting is depressed and the pipe is then pulled out. It may be of interest 

to know that the fittings I purchased are able to stand 20 Bar – that’s about 300 psi. They will go 

higher, I use them on my pressure test rig and gas tanks are pumped to 400 psi, so far without 

failure. 

 

Depress locking ring, then pull out the tube. 

Should any member want the parts I may be able to help.  

Components: 

• Legris straight 4 mm bore M 5 male thread (5 pk.), RS part number 812-033 

• M 5 stainless steel dome nut (pk. 10), Toolstation part number 94881 

Eaton Downs visit to Wixams Retirement Complex 
As Bob explained earlier, the group was invited to Wixams and took Eaton Downs in three cars to 

mount a display on Monday 1st August.  We were up and running by 11:00 and ran pretty well 

continuously until approaching 15:00.  Several of the residents that we spoke to had model railway 

backgrounds, though none was familiar with our use of narrow-gauge live steam.  I chatted to one 

gentleman for over an hour and there seemed to be genuine interest in what we were doing.  Ted 

has provided these pictures taken during the course of the day: 
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Set up and ready to go. 

 

These residents, who 
sounded to be from South 
Africa, were particularly 
interested in our locos and 
took some convincing that 
they were live steam! 

 

Ray explains his diorama to 
a resident and her 
grandson. 
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John busy making 
preparation for running.  
Larry in the background 
casting an eye over 
proceedings. 

 

Alan’s Accucraft Earl 
plodded round and round 
for a good 45 minutes – 
much longer than normal. 

 

Brian’s Roundhouse Katie 
rounds off the action on the 
day. 
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Other railways 
Steve Knapman has provided the following on a forthcoming exhibition at Pitstone Memorial Hall on 

Saturday 25th September: 
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WAGS WHARF UPDATE 
In line with the Covid Lockdown the Museum was closed to the public until June. I had very limited 

access to do any routine maintenance on the Layout or Beam Engine. When I first got to visit the 

Museum in early June one of the first jobs was to check over the whole of Wags Wharf including the 

electrics, track and point movement, we have in the past had problems with mice chewing the 

wiring. I also did a test run of the Beam Engine, considering it had not been used for nearly 2 years 

everything seemed to be working. 

That was then, during the first two open days we experienced problems with the Beam Engine. As 

the day progressed the running of the Beam Engine became very erratic, we did notice a damp patch 

below the lubricator. The oil level seemed normal however it was clear that water was being drawn 

into the oil reserve. It would seem the oil check valve had stuck which was letting water into the oil 

reserve. This was replaced before the next open day everything seemed to be working fine. 

However, the running was still erratic later in the day, following advice from Pete Newman I checked 

all the pipe work including the water feed to the boiler, preheater, safety valve also the steam feed 

to the boiler and steam exhaust. It became apparent that several joints had failed, on closer 

inspection it was clear that many of the joints had been made with Soft Solder rather than being 

Silver Soldered. A programme is in place to re-do all joints as time permits. A simple Globe Valve was 

also fitted in the water feed to prevent water being siphoned into the Boiler. 

On a quite different subject, before Covid reared its head the Committee had been discussing ways 

of recruiting new members to BAGs. I have not seen anything in Smokebox, I have no idea if any 

progress has been made since the Covid restrictions have been relaxed. In my last update from the 

Pitstone museum I reported that the Museum has more than 3000 visitors a year. It occurred to me 

that there was potential to recruit new members to BAGs from some of those visitors. Any member 

who was around in 2010 will know I built a display stand for use at public exhibitions including our 

own Steam in Beds. Even though it was collapsible it was quite heavy and cumbersome, it had been 

instore at Eaton Bray ever since. My plan was to refurbish it to create a permanent display of 16mm 

Locos and Rolling Stock at the Museum. I have completed the refurbishment and fitted a set of legs; 

I now need to make a security screen to stop people handling the items. The display items will come 

from my own collection, they will be removed between open days. There will be a dispenser 

adjacent to the display with leaflets advertising the Group’s activities along with contact details. 

Once the display is set up, I will take some photos and report on any interests the display generates. 

Chris Pretty 


